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a'a /221t olfeelfikdzby rdieBoa o Bi&pblice has fundamentally changed.
While police were lining our streets to allow bulldozers to destroy our urban bush there was a
RAAGAYOG t1F01 2F Sy3l 3SYS§Suivey edpdnkent] 2 OF £ a F yR i

The followingdocument summarises results of an online survey conducted during April 2017 with a
view to testing community attitudes to police presence and actions during protests to stop Roe 8
from late 206 to the early months of 2017.

WHO WERETHE FRONTLINE®PHESERS?

The surveyquestions werecirculated duringApril 2017to a database of people who signed upthe
Rethink the Linkvebsite(3000+), as well as through various private chanriatebook, email, and
messaging applications that were used by thepaign.

Thetarget groupwas people whdad beeractive in the frontlineaspectof the campaigro stop
Roe 8 and save tHgeelianWetlands i.e. those whavere active in the nonviolent direct action
phase of the campaigpredominantlyoccurringat the clearingsitesduring late 2016 and early
2017

Thetotal 209 respondents represented a diverse range of occupatiasith, many fromsuburbs in
the vicinity of the WetlandsThere wastsong female participatiorat 71.4per centof respondents
and a largsnumberof respondentshad been activén visiting theclearingsites on a regular basis.
The biggest age group represented wasA5years (32 per cent), followed by-388 years (21.8 per
cent)and 5565 year (20.9 per cent)

SURVEY ACCOUNTABILITY

A total219peopleresponced to the survey. These respondents weraess checkedor their validity
by follow upemails

Six known opbvious#ollsQ 6 Ay Of dzZRA Yy 3 A R SpyoRaelBo®bmelS &by A 3 SR F I
double-up respondents were removefilom this total response, leavind@@as thecorrected final
sample size.

There are over 3000 people on the Rethink the Link database. We estimate that half of these may
have attended e protests semi/regularly. Westimated1000on one of the largest dion days.
Therefore 200 is a statistically significant return.
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OCCUPATIONS

The @cupationsf respondentsvere diversewith more than 80 different occupationgpresented,
includingacademics12 schooteacherspthers involved ireducation and acadeia, 10retirees,
sevenstudents an author, biomedical engineerdyuilders,cabinetmaker carer,community
developmentprofessionaldental therapist,engineers gardeners architects,a psychobgist, retail
workers,writers andyouth workers.

AGE RANGE

Age I’ange (206 responses)

@ Under 15
® 15-17

® 18-25

® 2534

@ 3544

® 4554

® 5565

@ 65 and over
@ Other

GENDER

Gender (206 responses)

@ Male

@® Female

® Trans

@ Prefer not to disclose
@ Other
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LOCATIONPOSTCODE

A total of 198 Postcode Total Percentage
respondents answered | 6163 98 46.9%

this questionWhile there | 6162 23 11.6%

was ahigh level of 6164 9 4.5%
participation bypeople 6160 8 4.04%
from nearbysuburbs, 6158 7 3.6%

respondents came fromearly 40 different postcodes from across the metropolitan region.

51 per centlived less than five kilometres from the protest sites @29 centlived 510 kilometres
away, and the remainder more than 10 kilometres.

PROTESEXPERIENCE

Ly NBaLRyaS & yoil &é& pditidgmtediii protest befo@6nly 17per cent of

respondents saithey were experienced in peaceful protest. Nea@Oper cent said theyad rarely

participated,32.5per cent had participatedccasionallyand 20per cent said itvas ther first time.
This indicates a significant

Have you participated in any other protests before? (209 responses) proportion were locally
impacted pe@le who
@® Yes, | am experienced K I ﬁ }/ Q l:l 6 é é }/ LJ2 t }\ l] }

@ Yos, occasionally active previously.

Yes, rarely
@ No, this was a first

4

Attendanceat the protestswas quite variable with only er centon sie every dayThe majority
wereon site more than once a week.

How often did you visit the #NoRoe8 protest site/s (209 responses)

@ Daily
@ Most days

2-3 times a week
@ Once a week
@ Once a fortnight
® Once

5
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POLICE PRESENCE ON THE RGREED CAMERACAR SEARCHES, RANDOM BREATH TESTS

Anumber ofthe regularWetlands Defende® X thd-nanviolent protesterslescribed themselves,
said theyhad been the subject of nuemous traffic stops by policdé.ocal residentalsocomplained
about speed cameras and random breath tests increasing duringeghed December 20XMarch
2017.

The datashoweda smaliincrease ilNBS & LJ2 yeRpBriéricé ahe above police activities.

Random breath testg A significant majority othe respondentg141out of 209) said theynever
experienced aandombreathtestduring trips to the protest siteOnlysix respondentsaid they
experienced it once a week.

Speed camerag A total81respondents said thegever saw a speed camera during the campaign
period. (December 2018/4arch 2017)The number of people who saw a speed camera once a week
increased from 13 before the campaign, to 31 during the campaignti#osd who saw a camera
twice a week increased from 2 (before) to 13 during.

Pulled over by police; 159respondents said thewyere never pulled over during the campai@é
said theywere pulled over oncel0 were pulled over twigesixwere pulled over 3o 4 times three
were pulled over fivéimes andfour were pulled over by police 10 or more times.

Car searcheg 190respondents said they hateverhad their searched by polide the area before
GKS OFYLIAIYyX (2 wmMpd 6K2 SINA@RNIXR AR RugENGieg & (vreS/ (Kl
week, andfive twice a week.

It appears that aninority ofthe respondentglid experience significant police interéstthem but
the vast majority were notlirectlyimpacted by an increase police presence

However, the following comments by survey respondents indicate community members were
concerned by the extent of the poliggesence, even if they were nttemselvegulled over

GThere was an observable shift in police behaviour and demeanour overiba g

months. After the protest on Malvolio Road, there was a noticeable toughening up of police
behaviour, with frequent reports of unprovoked harassment by police on various levels. | did
not personally have my car searched, but | also avoided thendrea | heard reports that
random vehicle checks by the police were occurring. | saw footage showing footage of a
completely unprovoked arrest involving several officers for one woman. | spoke to a young
boy who had been trampled by a horse at the MalvRlibprotest. | saw video footage of a
protestor who appeared have police tailing her, and | also heard several reports of similar
experiences.

G2 KAfad L RARYUd LISNE22YIlFffe 3ISG Lz £t SR 23SNJ |
pulled over and seahed for no given reason other than being a suspected protegtoich

is not illegal! Also know of friends who were followed often, even back to their house. Police
gadl{Ay3aU 2dzi GKSANI K2dzaS>x SiOod¢

¢t 2f A0S LINBaSyOS Ay [/ 22ft0Sftfdzld LI GNREEAYI (K
‘watched'. A Police car came to a grinding halt outside my house, two officers leapt out but
proceeded to go to my neighbours who wasn't home. They entered the bacand

remained there for approx 15 mins. My daughter and | who were engaged in protest tasks

were terrified. The neighbour's dog barked the whole time. My daughter eventually stood on

a chair and looked over the fence as the Police exited my neighbadrandtook off. Later,
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she told my neighbour who was very annoyed to find out Officers had been on his private
property without his knowledge. My daughter's friend was pulled over twice and issued with
I 28Stft2¢6 aGAOTSNI I FOSNI €ESHGPAYya GKS LINRPGSadG &,

a 5ridg the Roe8 protest, there was a massive police presence in the community, felt like

they just kept doing laps of PWS, St Pauls and Bibra Lake. Felt very intimidating and
oppressive, like they were out to catch anyone they could. The only benefit hsatvey
at26SR OFNBE R2gy |G a0K22f GAYSa ySINt2{dé

POLICE AND COMMUNITY INTERACTION

Respondents were asked a series of questions as to whether they believed the police had filled their
mandate regarding both community rights, their own responsibilitiesvall as following their own
protocols and procedures. In all instances the answer was overwhelmingly that the majority felt that
the police had not fulfilled the basic functions of their role as detailed on the WA Police website and
their manual forcode of conduct

Most scales werganged from

1- Strongly disagree

2- Disagree
3- Neutral
4- Agree

5- Strongly agree

Community rights
In their dealings with the Western Australia Police, members of the community have a right to:

+ Be treated honestly and openly

+ Be treated fairly and with respect

+ Request that police officers identify themselves

+ Communicate or attempt to communicate with a friend, relative or legal practitioner if they are detained in
custody

+ Be cautioned prior to being formally questioned as an offender

+ Be fully informed of all charges preferred

+ Only be detained for as long as is lawfully necessary

+ Have their safety and welfare needs met where detained, including the right to necessary medical attention

+ Have their concerns acknowledged and responded to in a professional manner.

Excerpt: WA Police website
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https://www.police.wa.gov.au/~/media/Files/Police/About-us/Ethics-and-integrity/Code-of-Conduct.pdf?la=en

| believe the police at the #NoRoe8 protest respected our community rights

(208 responses)

80
61 (29.3%)
60 ‘
F 44 (21.2%)
|

40
20 12 (5.8%)

0

1 2 3 - 5
StronglyDisagree  Disagree Neutral Agree StronglyAgree

Credibility

Our credibility is dependent upon our members acting with integrity and in a professional and ethical
manner. Each member is expected to demonstrate the following principles in their conduct,
behaviour and practices:

+ Honesty

+ Respect

+ Fairness

« Empathy

+ Openness

+ Accountability.

The following question asked if the community believed police had followed these principles and
values.
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I believe the police at the #NoRoe8 protest adhered to these values

(208 responses)

80 73 (35.1%)

69 (33.2%)

o 51 (24.5%)

40

20

8 (3.8%) 7 (3.4%)

0
1 2 3 4 5
StronglyDisagree  Disagree Neutral Agree StronglyAgree

Our Mission:
To enhance the quality of life and well-being of all people in Western
Australia by contributing to making our State a safe and secure place.

Do you believe police fulfilled their mission during the policing of the Beeliar
#NoRoe8 protests?

(205 responses)

® Yes
® No

Report by www.counteract.org.au
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There was a significant trend in loss cbmmunity trust in policeafter the protests.From 6 per
centstrongly disagreeing that they trusted police before the campaign, to a fivefold inc¢egse
per centstrongly disagreed ands3per centdisagreed to trusting police, after interacting withetin
regularly.

Before the #NoRoe8 protests | trusted the police (209 response:

60
@@m 49 (23.4%)
42 (20.1%)
40

13 (6.2%)

0

1 2 3 4 5
StronglyAgree Agree Neutral Disagree  StronglyDisayree

After the #NoRoe8 protests | trust the police 207 response

80

60 (29%)
60

38 (18.4%)
40

22 (10.6%)
) - -
, 1
1 2 3 4 5
StronglyAgree Agree Neutral Disagree  StronglyDisagree

1- Strongly Agree, 5 Strongly Disagree

EXPERIENCES OF ARREST

More than 170 people were arrested during civil disobedience actbtise clearingsites. Of the
209 respondentdgo this survey 65 people (3per centof respondents) weramong thosearrested.

Of these65 people,

1 64.5per centsaid theyexperienced courteous and polite treatment

1 46.8per centsaid theyexperienced rough handling.

1 33 per centsaid theywere handcuffed (against protocqlthis will be referenced in the
detailed report)
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Interestingly, anumber of people whaaid they hadeceived courteous treatment also experienced
rough handling.

Five said thewere assaulted, 13 injureaind threepeople needed to visit a doctor as a result of
their injuries.

A total of14 peoplebelieved they wererrested unlawfully

When | was arrested ... (select all that are relevant) (62 responses)

| experience 40 (64.5%)
| experience 29 (46.8%)
| was assault

| was handc

| sustained i

| went to the
| believe | wa

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Additional comments and observationgy survey respondentabout their arrest experience
included:

d resisted, so police used reasonable force. They did not hurt me. TV cameras were focused
on then €

GLyY |y dzy LINEs@rowiSt&Rtheggtodnd, shouted at, handcuffed roughhd a
generally made to feel likenlas not respected.

A was treated well during the arrest and at the station while being processes. | know there
have been issues with police but | never diraatlserved any issués.

oEven though mostly | experienced courteous police, the officer involved in roy lock
allowed[redacted]to shake the gates and injure my daughter asd |.

G¢KS KSI R Gwdiiderandsadrrbgéni éhdRrchandled me by liftingny body
alsohad my wrists bent back whilebuldQ i Y 2 @ fhe wiokK&h YrXthe horse was
trying to trample us even when people fell abar

oMultiple people were arrested that day and a young lady was treated extremely roughly
and assaulted during hermast. | had to ask the officer to calm down and stop being so
rough with here

oDidn't realise how easily and how often police lie to the public about their rights and about
the consequences of their behavidut

| also recognise that police were probably pnder inappropriate political pressure from
StaS D2@G G2 Lidzi F AR 2y LINRBGISaloé
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However senior police officers should have moderated this to ensure that mounted police
were used appropriately and in a manner to not cause the injuries which ocdulied. it

is a shame that the reputation of the WA Police has suffered from some negative incidents
during the Beeliar campaign, as any reasonable person would recognise what a difficult
job police have to perform in protecting the community, and this jababviously made

harder if members of the community lose faith in WA Polies | did to some extent.

GL o6l a GKNBIFIGSYSR F2NJ Yé TAyIENRiEingtodengS oNRT S
locked on)

G¢KS LIt AOS 27FTAOSN gKppofeRRibnlalfand tated mevithy S g+ a L2
respect. Howevel saw incidents on other occasions where this did not happen to other

LIS2 LI Sde

L KFR a2YS YI22NJ KSIFIf 0K A&aadzsSa FyR gKAES (K
way, they did comply with a hasaff request from me (They handcuffed me). At the police

station | was dealt with as quickly as possible once | explained my health issues and stated |
RARY U NBIdZANB YSRAOIE [GUSYyGA2Y dé

Gt 2f AOS 6SNB NUzZRSI dzyySOSaal NAfe& NRddzAK FyR R

MOVE ONNOTICES

Ofthe 61respondentsvho received a move on notic86 per centreceived a notice that applied for
the maximum amount of timg24 hourg which seensto have been thalefault. Reasons for the
notice varied.

What was the timeframe on your "Move On" notice?

@® 24 hours
@ Less than 24 hours

10

Report by www.counteract.org.au



http://www.counteract.org.au/

TAXPAYER RESOURCES

The vastmajority (89 per cent) of respondents said that policing during the campaign was not an
appropriate
expenditure of
taxpayer resources.

INTERACTION
BETWEEN POLICE
AND PROTESTERS

The survey revealed
significant
additional
experiences (to
those initially
documented bythe
Legal Observer
team) that were
potentially unlawful
and certainly in
breach of protocol.
Many of these incidents have been documented in the full report into pddEhaviour, which is yet
to be released.

12 per cent of respondentsaid they witnessed positive interaction, 1§&r censaid they
witnessed no positive interaction and 77pBr centsaid they witnessed both positive and negative
interaction.

Did you witness positive interactions between police and protestors

(209 responses

Yes 26 (12.4%)

No 35 (16.7%)

Both positive 162 (77 .5%)

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160

Some o the positive interactionsdescribed by survey respondentscluded:

(Eight comments quoted here out of 156 comments made in answer to this question.)
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oPolice sharing sunscreen and bottled water with protesters

GThe police officer who laughed when weuested decaf soy lattes and vegan pizza in the
holding cell. They didn't order agy!

oWhen one of our friends who has a learning disability was arrested for knocking over a
fence- we spoke to the arresting officer about him and to be careful with himtltzay
ended up just releasing him with a meee notice¢

oPolice talking to campaigners along the feffine about the issues of R8etalking to kids
about the horses, trying to avoid arrests by offering numerous times a way out, a senior
sergeant came looking for me to address the issues | raised wiktolice Minister.¢

dndividual police who talked to me were usualgls andmums like those | encounter in

real life. They had children, they said they were there to pay lgllsnechanic, mortgage,

etc. They were curious why | was involved in campaign and | told them why. Many were not
interested or completely ignorant of who theotestors were or why we were so passionate.
They were not briefed at all about who they were protecting bulldozersgrom.

oNone of positive policing but rather | saw a few police officers sympathising with grieving
locals and expressing that they wishtbdy weren't at Beeliar but that they had to 'do their
2260 Q

0Some police were compassionate towards protesters and were respectful in their
communications with protestess.

o6Some police officers would smile and treat protesters with respect and dighity

Police with no badge (left)

12
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NEGATIVE INTERACTIONS WITH POLICE

GL sl a NIAaSR (G2 NBaLISOG IyR GNMzad L2t AOS |yl
has completely changed. During my time protesting | would look at them wondering how all

this fitted in with their mission "to protect and serve". | now see a paoliferm and am

scared and intimidated. | no longer trust that they are here to look after our interests and |

don't know whether | ever will agairlow | can speak to my grandchildren about police in a

positive way again, | have no idedhe huge policerpsence and their attitude to the public

GKSe& gSNBE YSIHyld (G2 0S &SBrepkespahdedt) a gl & 2SN U

The followingpolice behavioursvere withessed and experiencdéy survey respondents

People being arrested for reasons unclear 74.6% (15D
People being directed to move for reasons unclear 76.6% (154)
Horses being ridden towards people in a way that could injul 86.6% (174)
Police being verbally aggressive 69.2% (139)
Police being physically aggressive 70.1% (141)
Police threateningpepper spray 9.5% (19)
Police deploying pepper spray 9% (18)
Police threatening taser 7.5% (15)
Police deploying taser 0

Other 22.9% (22)

Some of the negative interactions described by survey respondents included:
(Sixteen comments quotddere out of 115 comments made in answer to this question.)
oPolice directing a bulldozer to drive very close to people on the gtoéind

OExcessive force on arrest. Racial profifing.

oDogs unmuzzled, police arbitrarily telling people they couldn't beglaca when they could,
police denying water to a tree sitter, police working with security guards and contractors
against the protestors.

oPolice lying re time limits to clear an area before arrests. Unsafe use of horses. Open police
lying to protestorsn regards their rights and the consequences of their actions.

oMy own daughter was arrested in the same way. She was dux of both primary and
secondary school, BSc with Harmat University and she was treated EXACTLY like a real
criminal, shoved to thground (face in dirt), arm twisted behind her (bruises on arm later
on), handcuffed and let away into paddy wagon. That is NOT ON! Drunken party goers are
given better treatment than this! | was absolutely guttéd!

oPolice punching people including maléigmofficers punching and pushing women. Horses
being ridden into crowds of people. Police reacting in a very aggressive maotier

physically and verbally. To me, the police were super aggressive with their actions. The hate
they were exhibiting wasompletely over the top and after a while you identified the police
officers that were showing this extreme aggressive behavdour!
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0A mounted Police Officer screaming hysterically and kicking out at protestors. When |
patted her horse, she responded violgrib me and shouted at me not to touch her hagse.

oMounted policewoman writing down the number plates of each of the very many cars that
a2dzy RSR UGUKSANI K2NYa Ay adzJLJ2 NI X Kdzaol yRUA Y«
parked at the park at the end oféhwalkway in St Paul's Estate when we had got out to ask
about our grandchildren's access to the walkway for that day for their cycle to school. A little
later that same morning, after we'd driven around a little to see if there was a group of
protestors ve would join (not wanting to be on our own with such a large police presence),

we were followed down Forrest Rd and for quite a distance. My husband suspected that the
police car that had just pulled out had done so in order to follow us so when we intoed

Stock Rd he slowed to first 70kph, then 60, then 55 as we drove in the left lane. The police car
stayed behind us in the right lane, always matching our speed. When their car was holding

up too much of the (morning)busy traffic, they finally passed\es found this very

intimidating and unnecessary. We are in our sixties, | have never had so much as a traffic
infringement in all my lifé.

oRacism! Swooping in on an old Aboriginal man as they thought he broke a move on notice,
but wrong mang

d saw ahorribly violent arrest inside the fence line and out of sight of people looking from
the other side. Hewasamale inhisdattn n& I yR 328G NBIFff& NRJdzZZAKSR

0Getting trampled intentionally by a police horse.

GThere were many officers who were rudaapproachable and lacking any kind of empathy
on many of my visits to the aréa.

andigenous people being targeted fits€

oPoliceharassinga driver for tooting her horn in support of protestérs!

oSomeone pushed over by a horse and needing her ankle strapped, and an arrest that
appears to have caused a man discomfort. | have foofage.

oPoliceman reached into a car window of a woman driver sounding her horn, seemed to
push/punch her on the shouldei

CHILDREN AND THE POLICE

Ty

L KIFIGSR GSttAy3a vYé OKAfRNBYy GKIFG L SELISOG i
photographs of the protests but that the police would likely want to prevent some of their

actions being recorded or want to take my photograyals evidence against other lawful

peopleg (Survey respondent)

L FSStf a4l RRSYSR GKIG GKS& IINB |t NBIFIRé& 02y Tdz
young. | am also concerned as they may need to turn to a police officer for their own safety

atsonS LR AYy(d FYR AG Aa tA1Ste (Skrgprespondent) y2iG FSE

LI NByda NBaLRyRSR (2 &adaNWBSe ljdSadazya | o2dzi

F2tf26Ay3 I NB SEOSNLI & FTNRY (MRINSN NBSLStte | b2 diiK §.32;

oPolice presence was high in our neighbourhood, patrol cars surveying regularly when there
where little or no protest activity. They found their presence intimidating.
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